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VIOLENCE AGAINST TEACHERS
NAPTOSA strongly condemns the violence many teachers experience in schools every day. The Union
views this in a very serious light and has already taken the matter up at national, as well as provincial
(Gauteng) level.
The NAPTOSA President Mr Ntantala on 17 September issued the media statement below. It was sent via
WhatsApp to all branch chairpersons and should have reached members last week.
Mr Thabo Manne, Chairperson of NAPTOSA Gauteng, also focused on violence against teachers when he
issued a statement, calling on all stakeholders to protect teachers. This statement was also sent to
branches via WhatsApp.
It came to our attention that not all members have received the WhatsApp versions of the statements and
we have decided to e-mail the two statements below to all members.

CALL ON ALL STAKEHOLDERS IN GAUTENG TO PROTECT OUR
TEACHERS
There is a crisis in our schools.
Our teachers cannot be expected to teach in schools where there is little or no discipline and
where, on a daily basis, they run the risk of verbal and/or physical assault.
NAPTOSA (Gauteng) calls on all SGBs to adopt a zero tolerance stance against all forms of violence
in our schools and to apply the code of conduct without fear or favour.
NAPTOSA (Gauteng) calls on all communities to protect their teachers.
NAPTOSA (Gauteng) calls on the GDE to show in tangible ways that they are protecting all their
employees.
NAPTOSA (Gauteng) rejects the GDE’s proposal that learners must be admitted to a school even if
the parents refuse to accept the school’s code of conduct.
Experienced and competent teachers are under severe strain. Young teachers are disillusioned.
A learner’s right to be taught is infringed every time a lesson is disrupted by unruly learners.

TEACHERS ARE A NATIONAL ASSET
NAPTOSA (Gauteng) Leadership (25 September 2018)

Let us serve education and each other with dignity
Office bearers
Chairperson: Mr Thabo Manne
Deputy Chairperson: Mr Tinus du Preez
Vice Chairperson: Mrs Vicky Kekana

Contact details: NAPTOSA Gauteng
NAPTOSA Gauteng House, 46 Restanwold Drive, Saxonwold, Johannesburg
PO Box 1309, Houghton, 2041
Tel: 011 486-1256 Fax: 011 486-2899 e-mail: infogauteng@naptosa.org.za

NAPTOSA CONDEMNS VIOLENCE AGAINST TEACHERS IN
SCHOOLS
(17 SEPTEMBER 2018)
The National Professional Teachers’ Organisation of South Africa (NAPTOSA) is deeply saddened by the
untimely death of the 24 year old North West teacher, Mr Gadimang Daniel Mokolobate, at school at the
hands of a learner. This incident reminded teachers across the Country of the harsh and hostile conditions
in which they are forced to work. Teachers are concerned that not enough is being done by their employer
to ensure their safety. Violence against teachers is not a new a phenomenon. Violence and the indiscipline
of pupils in schools are, however, under-reported. NAPTOSA argues that violence in schools is a reflection
of South African society, generally. When pupils see adults manhandling one another in high places of
society such as Legislatures and Parliament they start to think that violence is an acceptable norm to
resolve differences.
NAPTOSA has been inundated with disturbing testimonials concerning the levels of violence against
teachers in schools, said Mr Ntantala, President of NAPTOSA. The Country has also been witnessing a
series of shocking videos showing violence by learners towards teachers. Violence in schools has resulted
in some teachers leaving the profession. People in positions of authority in communities should intervene in
order to safeguard the integrity of the teaching profession.
The Business Day of 12 June 2018 highlighted the violent situations in schools in which learners were
involved in verbal abuse, including assaulting teachers and other learners. In Limpopo alone the
Department was handling 942 cases of attacks on teachers. Gauteng schools had expelled 151 learners,
31 of them for assaulting teachers and other school staff. It was disturbing to learn of so many cases of
violence perpetrated against teachers in a single year. Teachers have reported that their personal property
is being vandalised on school property, when they try to instill discipline in the classroom and perpetrators
often go unpunished, said Mr Ntantala. These incidents are indicative that the Department of Basic
Education‘s measures to deal with violence in schools is failing. The Department must employ stringent
measures such as working in collaboration with police who must conduct regular searches for weapons and
drugs and provide trained security personnel at schools to deter learners from assaulting educators, said
Mr Ntantala.
Whilst NAPTOSA acknowledges that violence in schools requires a multi-facet approach to curb,
NAPTOSA is of the view that the Department can do much more to protect its employees. The Department
should ensure that teachers receive the much needed psychological help.
The Department has to accept that current measures employed to deal with disruptive learners who
physically and psychologically assault teachers, are not effective at all. For example, the relocation of
abusive learners to other schools merely shifts the problem from one school to the next and only
perpetuates the cycle of violence against teachers and, furthermore, puts other learners at risk. These
incalcitrant learners should be provided with professional help to rehabilitate them before they are placed in
any other school.
Mr Ntantala concluded that NAPTOSA does not wish to see a situation wherein teachers refrain from
instilling discipline in schools for fear of being attacked by their own learners. If the delinquent’s behaviour
is allowed to go unaddressed in schools, the consequences may be dire for the delivery of quality
education as teachers may leave the profession in droves, and it may not be easy to replace them. The
safety of teachers and learners in schools requires urgent attention from the Department.
End of statement
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